Metastatic carcinoma of unknown primary: complete response to second-line treatment with plicamycin.
In selected groups of patients, metastatic carcinoma of unknown primary (MCUP) is highly responsive to cisplatin-based combination chemotherapy. These therapeutic responses usually are partial and shortlived. The authors report the case of a 41-year-old man whose MCUP relapsed after responding to cisplatin, bleomycin, and etoposide. Alternate-day treatment with plicamycin induced a second complete remission (CR) in this patient with minimal hematologic and metabolic toxicity. Plicamycin may prove effective in enhancing CR rate, prolonging CR duration, and salvaging cisplatin failures in MCUP.